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DETAILED ACTION 



This office action is in response to application filed May 8, 2006. Claims 1-10 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and use fill improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

3. Claims 10 recite a computer program, which is interpreted as software per se, however, 
the claims fail to assert the program recorded on an appropriate computer-readable medium so as 
to be structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and permit the function of the 
descriptive material to be realized. Since a computer program is merely a set of instructions 
capable of being executed by a computer without a computer-readable medium needed to realize 
the computer program's functionality, it is regarded as nonstatutory functional descriptive 
material. See MPEP 2106.01 for details. 



Application/Control Number: 10/578,755 
Art Unit: 2431 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an apphcation for patent, pubhshed under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed imder the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mirabella. (U. S. 
Publication No. : 2004/0 1 67859). 

1 . Regarding Claim 1, Mirabella teach and describe a method of automatically controlling 
fraud in an electronic transaction system, comprising the steps of: when a user initiates a session 
in the electronic transaction system, generating an element and storing the element in a database 
in association with information identifying the user; each time during the session the user 
commands the execution of an operation, determining an equation that is satisfied by the element 
stored in the database; when a sufficient given niimber of operations has been effected, solving 
the system of equations consisting of the equations determined as above to deduce the element 
therefrom; and by consulting the database, deducing from the element obtained in this way the 
corresponding information identifying the user (Fig. 1-10, [0093-0102]). 

2. Regarding Claim 2, Mirabella teach and describe a system for automatically controlling 
fraud in an electronic transaction system, comprising: first calculation means for generating an 
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element when a user initiates a session in the electronic transaction system; a database in which 
the element is stored in association with information identifying the user, the first calculation 
means being adapted to determine an equation that the element stored in the database satisfies 
each time the user commands the execution of an operation in the session; and second 
calculation means adapted to solve the system of equations consisting of the equations 
determined as above to deduce the element therefrom when a sufficient given number (n) of 
operations has been effected, so that, by consulting the database, it is possible to deduce fi-om the 
element obtained in this way the corresponding information identifying the user (Fig. 1-10, 
[0093-0102]). 

3. Claims 2-8 and 10 are rejected applied as above rejecting Claims 1, and 9. Furthermore, 
Mirabella teach and describe a method of automatically controlling fraud, wherein. 

As per Claim 2, the equations of the system of equations are independent (Fig. 8-9, [0100- 

0101]). 

As per Claim 3, the equations are linear equations (Fig. 8-9, [0100-0101]). 
As per Claim 4, the element is comprised of a series of numerical coefficients (Fig. 8-9, 
[0100-0101]). 

As per Claim 5, the series of coefficients defines an equation of a hyperplane having (n- 
1) dimensions in a space having n dimensions and, each time the user commands the execution 
of an operation, the step of determining an equation consists in determining the coordinates 
(X.sub.i.sup.l, X.sub.i.sup.2, . . . X.sub.i.sup.n) of a point in the hyperplane ([0100-0101]). 
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As per Claim 6, the series of coefficients defines an equation of a line in a space having 
two dimensions and, each time the user commands the execution of an operation, the step of 
determining an equation consists in determining the coordinates (X.sub.i, Y.sub.i) belonging to 
that line ([0100-0101]). 

As per Claim 7, the series of coefficients defines the coordinates pC.sub.l, X.sub.2, . . . 
X.sub.n) of a point in a space having n dimensions and, each time the user commands the 
execution of an operation, the step of determining an equation consists in determining the 
equation of a hyperplane containing the point ([0100-0102]). 

As per Claim 8, the series of coefficients defines the coordinates (X.sub.i, X.sub.2) of a 
point in a space having two dimensions and, each time the user commands the execution of an 
operation, the step of determining an equation consists in determining the equation of line 
(D.sub.i) passing through the point ([0100-0102]). 

As per Claim 10, a computer program comprising program-code instructions for 
executing steps of the method according to claim 1 when said program is executed on a computer 
(Fig. 1-6, [0041-0046]). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SYED ZIA whose telephone number is (571)272-3798. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

sz 

March 12, 2009 
/Syed Zia/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 243 1 



